Rochester Community & Technical College   
Common Course Outline      

A. Catalog Description
1. Philosophy 1114:  Introduction to Philosophy 

2. 3 credits; 3 hours per week or as arranged 

3. Prerequisites:  College level reading and writing, as determined by ASAP, will be required. 

4. Minnesota Transfer Curriculum Coding:  This course will meet the requirements for the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum in Goal 6: Humanities—the Arts, Literature and Philosophy (HA), Goal 9: Ethical and Civic Responsibility (EC), and Goal 2: Critical Thinking (CT). 

5. Content Summary:  This course is designed to introduce students to main fields of investigation of the problems of philosophy.  Study will include principle methods and schools of philosophy and historical and contemporary views, with the goal of expanding students’ knowledge of the human condition and human cultures, especially in relation to behavior, ideas, and values expressed in works of philosophy. 

 

B.  Effective Date:  4/30/2005 

C. Entry Skills:  College level reading and writing skills are required. 

D. Outline of Major Content Areas
The course will survey some of the most important problems, issues, and questions in the history of philosophy, sampling writings from such areas as epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, political philosophy, philosophy of religion, philosophy of self, logic, aesthetics, existentialism, and phenomenology. 
 

E. Learning Outcomes and Competencies 

1. Goal 6: The Humanities and Fine Arts (HA) 

Students will be able to:

a. Demonstrate awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities. 

b. Understand those works as expressions of individual and human values within an historical and social context. 

c. Respond critically to works in the arts and humanities. 

d. Articulate informed personal reaction to works in the arts and humanities. 

 

2. Goal 9: Ethical and Civic Responsibility (EC)

Students will be able to:

a. examine, articulate, and apply their own ethical views.

b. understand and apply core concepts (e.g. politics, rights and obligations, justice, liberty) to specific issues.

c. analyze and reflect on the ethical dimensions of legal, social, and scientific issues.

d. Recognize the diversity of political motivations and interests of others.

e. identify ways to exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 

3. Goal 2: Critical Thinking (CT)

Students will be able to:

a. gather factual information and apply it to a given problem in a manner that is relevant, clear, comprehensive, and conscious of possible bias in the information selected.

b. imagine and seek out a variety of possible goals, assumptions, interpretations, or perspectives which can give alternative meanings or solutions to given situations or problems.

c. Analyze the logical connections among the facts, goals, and implicit assumptions relevant to a problem or claim; generate and evaluate implications that follow from them.

d. recognize and articulate the value assumptions which underlie and affect decisions, interpretations, analyses, and evaluations made by ourselves and others. 

4. Other Competencies – Students will be able to:

a. identify and evaluate the assumptions that are the basis for both their own and others’ thoughts and actions

b. describe and improve their own critical thinking and problem-solving procedures 

F. Methods for Evaluation of Student Learning
See course syllabus for specific requirements of individual instructors.  They may include any or all of the following:

1. essay tests and quizzes 

2. objective tests and quizzes 

3. journals 

4. term papers 

5. community service projects 

6. in-class presentations 

 

G. Special Fees:  None
