A. Catalog Description

1. Course Prefix and Number:    English 1117
2. Course Title:  Reading and Writing Critically I
3. Number of Semester Credits:  4
4. Class Hours:  4
5. Semesters:      All
6. Prerequisites: ASAP of 27 or successful completion of appropriate developmental course(s)
7. MNTC Code:
8. Summary of Course Content:

English 1117 and 1118 constitute RCTC's college composition sequence.
The overall goal of the sequence is to provide students with essential
college-level communication and critical thinking skills.  Both courses
encourage students to support their ideas with convincing evidence and
to challenge yet respect the ideas of others.  The two-course sequence
focuses on learning to communicate in both oral and written discourse
not only in college classes, but in the world beyond college as well.

English 1117 introduces the students to various writing strategies for
both single- and multiple-source essays.  By critically reading and
responding, students will practice expository, analytical, and
persuasive modes of communication to develop critical thinking and
writing skills, culminating in limited research projects.

B. Date Last Revised:  April 2005

C. Recommended Entry Skills/Knowledge:  College level reading and
writing skills

D. Outline of Major Content Areas:
1. Writing as a process
2. Essay organization
3. Thesis and support
4. Unity and coherence
5. Editing and rewriting
6. Conventions of standard English
7. Writing effective sentences
8. Using words effectively
9. Finding sources
10. Documentation of sources
11. Evaluation of sources
12. Argumentation
13. Persuasive writing

E. Learning Outcomes/Competencies
General Competencies

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to

1. display critical thinking skills through reading and writing in a variety of rhetorical modes;
2. display a thoroughgoing understanding of writing as a recursive process involving planning, drafting, revising, and editing;
3. develop and organize carefully identified ideas with enough specific textual examples and details to make those ideas clear to readers;
4. produce college-level writing with a minimum of grammar and usage errors and in accordance with Standard American English;
5. distinguish among summary, paraphrase, and quotation; and,
6. distinguish, as an introduction to the college research process, between appropriate and inappropriate outside sources and document sources using the M.L.A. style-sheet.

MNTC Competencies
Written and Oral Communication
1. Understand/demonstrate the writing and speaking processes through invention, organization, drafting, revision, editing, and presentation.
2. Locate, evaluate, and synthesize in a responsible manner material from diverse sources and points of view.
3. Select appropriate communication choices for specific audiences.
4. Construct logical and coherent arguments.
5. Use authority, point-of-view, and individual voice and style in writing and speaking.
6. Employ syntax and usage appropriate to academic disciplines and the professional world.

Critical Thinking
1. Gather factual information and apply it to a carefully focused problem in a manner that is relevant and clear.
2. Imagine and seek out a variety of possible goals, assumptions, interpretations, or perspectives which can give alternative meanings or solutions to given situations or problems.
3. Analyze the logical connections among the facts, goals, and implicit assumptions relevant to a problem or claim; generate and evaluate implications that follow from them.
4. Recognize and articulate the value assumptions which underlie  and affect decisions, interpretations, analyses, and evaluations made by ourselves and others.

F. Methods Used for Evaluation:
Evaluation methods may include any or all of the following:  objective exams, essay exams, research papers, quizzes, written homework, small group projects, oral presentations, or any other deemed appropriate by an individual instructor.

G. Special Information:
Some sections may require access to a computer and modem.  There are no
hazardous materials except books and ideas.

