English

at RCTC

the latest buzz....

WELCOME!

A new year! New classes! New
students! And, new faculty!
Hereisjust a little information
on each of our new hires. Wel-
come to each of you.

FULL-TIME
UNLIMITED NEW
HIRES

Dr. Kristin Buck

Dr. Buck comesto usfrom Idaho
State University where she has
just finished a Doctor of Arts
degree (Bachelor’sfrom State U.
of New York at Stony Brook &
Master’'s from the U. of Dela-
ware). Kristin told the commit-
tee she chose Idaho’s program
specifically because she wanted
aterminal degreethat focused on
college English TEACHING.

Kristin has additional interdisci-
plinary expertise within group
dynamics, as she completed afull
third of her doctoral coursework
within the Philosophy, Sociol-
ogy, and Political Science depart-
ments.

During her tenure at 1daho, she
served as a liaison between re-
gional secondary schoolsand the
university, coordinating a grad-
ing and expectation scheme and
lesson plans to help students
bridge the gap. Kristin also
served as a literacy advocate, a
cooperative project between
Idaho’sgovernment, Idaho’saca
demic institutions, and Idaho’s
communities.

Before her moveto Idaho, Kristin
worked at five schoolswithinthe
Central New York region, among
them SUNY Morrisville and
Syracuse University. While
there, she conceived the idea of
a coffeehouse, a positive, non-
alcoholic alternative for student
recreation, and served as the ad-
visor for the program. Additional
leadership roles include work
with curriculum revision and
portfolio project assessment.

One of Kristin's loves is travel-
ing; she has spent time explor-
ing all fifty states as well as
Canada, Mexico, Eastern and
Western Europe and Northern
Africa. She spent a year study-
ing at The University of
Copenhagen, Denmark (she is
multi-lingual), where she had the
fantastic opportunity to partici-
pate in astudy tour to the former
USSR with Denmark’s former
ambassador to the region.

Kristin is excited to move here,
and looks forward to beginning
her exploration of Rochester and
all thingsMinnesotan very soon!

Jason Meer

We all know Jason abit (hey, he
attended RCC as a high school
student), but let’'s fill in some
details about him. His
Bachelor’'sand Master’ sDegrees
are both from the University of
Minnesota, Duluth. Whilethere,
he was a TA, teaching one com-
position class per semester and,
of course, he has taught as ad

junct here recently too. To help
pay for school, he served 7 1/2
yearsin the National Guard.

After graduation, he spent a
couple of yearsteaching English
in the Peace Corps in Romania,
where he met his wife :-). Dur-
ing the interview, Jason told us
about his worst teaching experi-
ence, occurring his first semes-
ter in Romania. Thefirst day of
class in a high school, his stu-
dents all stood up and greeted
him in unison as he entered the
room. Being a laid-back Mid-
westerner, he decided that he
didn’t want his students to be so
formal and told them so. The
result—the students couldn’t
handl e the freedom hewas offer-
ing, and chaosreigned. The sec-
ond semester, heallowed hisstu-
dentsto stand and formally greet
him every day, and the semester
went very well. It was through
that experience that Jason
learned a bit more about the in-
fluence of culture on students
behaviors.

Oneinteresting aspect of Jason’s
background is that while in col-
lege, he was instrumental in co-
ordinating city and college
groups so that they could pro-
pose, with a unified front, the
concept of the “living wage” to
the Duluth City Council. The
result? Duluth isnow one of 60
cities in the US to have living
wage laws. Way to go, Jason!



Rashmi Roy (soon to beDr.
Roy!)

We al know Rashmi, also, but
few of you probably know of the
details of her background. Her
Bachelor’ sand Master’sDegrees
are from Magadh University in
India, and she isworking on her
Ph.D. from that same institu-
tion—with apending graduation
date of summer 2004. Her dis-
sertation focuses on Walt
Whitman and how his poetry
merges the East with the West.

The officia title is “Whitman’'s
‘Song of Myself’ inthe Light Of
Aurobindo’s Poetics.”

Rashmi also has previous colle-
giate teaching experience, from
both RCTC and from India—to-
taling over six years of experi-
ence. Not surprisingly, intercul-
tural experience is important to
her. She statesthat, asateacher,
her “goal isto keep up the certi-
tude of unity in diversity. In a
multi-cultural environment astu-
dent should be taught under-
standing and interchanges, mu-
tual adaptation and new forma-
tion.” But her teaching interests
go beyond multiculturalism.
Whilehereat RCTC, Rashmi has
put herself on the cutting edge of
computer technology. Some of
her interest in this area came
from her work at IBM with com-
puter-based system testing.

Sheisalso apoet, worthy enough
to havereceived multiple awards
for her poetry, afew of which are
the Editor’s Choice Award for
Outstanding Poetry given by the
Maryland National Library of
Poetry; an award of recognition

as a“Famous Poet for 1998" for
Outstanding Achievement in Po-
etry, given by the Famous Poets
Society of Hollywood; and a
nomination for the Distinguished
Poet Award and Poet of the Year
awards by Sparrowgrass Poetry
ForuminWest Virginiain 1996.

She is currently working on a
collection of poetry tentatively
entitled “ Shanti.” Inthis collec-
tion, Rashmi makes the search
for order and bliss that would
restore peace to the exploring
mind.

We also know that Rashmi is an
excellent cook, and we expect
that her gentile demeanor and
pleasant smile will be an en-
hancement to all of us grumpy
Midwesterners (just kidding-
about the grumpy part).

Dr. Bob Sanborn

Dr. Sanborn comesto us having
multiple years of experience at
McHenry Community Collegein
[llinois (north of Chicago) where
he has served in about every lead-
ership role one could imagine:
department chair, leader of North
Central Evaluation visits, a
leader in assessment, in service
learning, in learning communi-
ties, in leadership development.
You name it-Bob has probably
worked on it.

His BA, MA and PhD are all
from Ball State University in
Muncie, Indiana. | guesswecan
assumehelikedit there! Hisspe-
ciatieswereinBrit Lit, Mythol-
ogy and Composition. Heisalso
certified by two national agen-
cies (one of them is PTK) to
teach Leadership Develop

ment—one of his major areas of
interest, an areain which he has
given presentations at confer-
ences and for which he has done
consultancy work.

Hisapplication |etter spokeof his
lovefor teaching all kinds of stu-
dents, specifically his love of
teaching devel opmenta students,
but developmental teachingisn’'t
hisonly interest. During thein-
terview, when asked about a
course hewould like to devel op,
he was one of only a couple of
people who mentioned acompo-
sition-related course — one
whichwould link alearning com-
munity to service learning to
|eadership development to com-
position, in other words, pulling
together all of his immediate
loves. Sounds intriguing.

Bob and hiswife and two young
children (ages 8 and 11) will be
moving here this summer. They
have made an offer on a house
that is next door to a stable that
boards horses (a promise to the
girls). The family did alot of
research on Rochester before ac-
tually committing to what will be
a major move for them. No
doubt, Bob will also get involved
in community theater here.
Whilein Illinois, he directed 12
playsinthe 14 yearshewasapart
of that community.



WEL COME to
faculty who are
serving as our
one-year
sabbatical
replacements!

Nikka Harris

Some of us know a bit about
Nikka since she taught a couple
of courses for us as an adjunct
during spring semester. In addi-
tion to teaching those courses
here, however, she was also
teaching a couple of totally
online courses from National
American University in Rapid
City. These courses were basi-
cally for business people aspir-
ingto adegreein business. And,
because of her experienceteach-
ing online, she will be teaching
a totally online English 1118
course for RCTC inthefall.

Nikka recently graduated with
her Master’sfrom the University
of South Dakotawith adegreein
English (okay, so that is probably
obvious). Her primary area of
specialization was 19th century
American literature, focusing
specifically on captivity and
save narratives. Her thesiswas
entitled “ ‘Mastering the
Master’s Discourse’: Gender,
Race, and Languageinthe Slave
Narratives of Harriet Jacobs and
Frederick Douglass’. Oneof her
other areas of focus was compo-
sition theory and pedagogy. :-)
Shetook one coursein theteach-
ing of college composition, but
beyond that, she also did consid-
erable self-study and took acom-
prehensive exam in the field.

Nikka moved to Rochester in
October, when her hushand, Wil -
liam, accepted a position as ass

istant city attorney for the City
of Rochester. They haveno chil-
dren, but are quite excited that
they have kept four fish and five
plants alive for an extended pe-
riod of time. As a proud Cana-
dian, Nikkauses most of her free
time to travel back to her native
province, Saskatchewan. Other
than that, reading, cooking and
attemptsat being “ crafty” take up
therest of hertime. SheisVERY
excited to bejoining the English
department and looksforward to
getting to know everyone.

Todd Travaille

Todd comes to us from Buena
VistaUniversity inlowa, thefirst
collegeinthe country to become
totally wireless. Thebest part for
all of usisthat Todd worked ex-
tensively on that project; no
doubt his extensive computer
expertisewill benefit everyonein
our department, aswell asin our
college.

Todd's Bachelor’s in English is
from Luther College, and his
Master’'s in Education is from
Wayne State College in Ne-
braska. Todd isABD from Illi-
nois State University, withadis-
sertation topic that focusesonthe
connections between service-
learning and composition.

Todd also comes to us with an
extensive background in compo-
sition

theory and pedagogy, two of the
focus areas of his Ph.D. study.
In the interview, when asked
about a course he would like to
develop, Todd described a com-
position coursewhichwould link

service learning to composition
and one in which the service
learning

would actually BECOME the
textbook, not one in which the
service learning would be an ad-
dition to the “real” text. When
asked about why he felt he was
prepared for this job, he replied
philosophically, discussing his
move from afirst-year “current
traditional” teacher to aonewho
iIsmorebased in“socia construc-
tionism,” a move that meshes
with hislove of servicelearning.

Todd is currently living with his
family on an acreage southwest
of the Twin Cities. Beyond edu-
cation, he has alove of writing,
reading, and home improve-
ment.

New Reading
| nstructor, too!

Rae Gravenish

Rae Gravenish is our new read-
ing instructor. Shetaught in Cali-
fornia schools before coming to
RCTC. RagsM.A.isinreading
instruction. Sheis excited about
the new challenges at RCTC.

Chairman Mike's Treatises
and Postings:

There is a department-wide as-
sessment initiative for ENGL
1117. Taking partintheinitiative
will help improveour curriculum
for students. We'll hear more
about it at our Wednesday En-
glish Department meeting!



In the spring semester, our de-
partment is up for program re-
view. This means that we need
to start planning for it this fall
semester. The department-wide
assessment will beagreat begin-
ning place, and the beginning of
discussion for program review

Grant Funding
for Classroom
I nitiative
on Diversity

Through a small grant from
MnSCU Center for Teaching &
Learning (CTL), Mike
Mutschelknaus and Kathleen
Dahl are pleased to announce a
special presentation for Faculty
Development Days.

Dr. Puncochar, from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, will be pro-
viding several key elements for
this grant.

Her first presentation will be Fri-
day morning, August 22, andis
titled “The Nature of Prejudice
(and something to do about it)”.

In this session, Dr. Puncochar
providesaconceptual framework
for understanding the nature of
prejudice and issues of diversity,
and offers some strategies for
reducing prgjudiceand bias. This
presentation will provide an un-
derstanding for what drives
prejudice and provide ideas for
basic strategies for reducing
prejudice and bias and devel op-
ing positive, invigorating, pro-
ductiveclimatesin diverse class-
rooms and workplaces.

Dr. Puncochar will also lead a
break out session following her

presentation. Please also note
that as part of the grant, Dr.
Puncochar will aso be providing
aworkshop for asmall group of
faculty on Thursday, August 28",
beginning at 2:00 PM.

This will be an intensive work-
shop that will provide specific
exercises that faculty can use in
their classrooms. Thisworkshop
will provide anincredible oppor-
tunity to gather ideas and mate-
rial to help you make your class-
room even more dynamic!
Please contact Mike or Kathleen
if you would like to participate
in this workshop and the addi-
tional grant activities.

For more information on Dr.
Judith Puncochar, please check
the following link: http://
education.umn.edu/EdPsych/
Faculty/puncochar.html

Winter Is
coming...will you
need a small es-
cape?

NCTE has two interesting con-
ferences this year. The 2003
NCTEAnnua Convention, focus
on “Partners in Learning,” will
be in San Francisco, California,
November 20-25.

The 2004 CCCC Convention,
“Making Composition Matter:
Students, Citizens, Institutions,
Advocacy”, will be heldin San
Antonio, Texas, March 24-27,
2004.

Check out the information at:
www.ncte.org/college



